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STATEMENT OF JOEN B. Wil ;

I wae flying co-pilot for Cept. 0. 5. Chiles.on Trip 576 which

eft Houston, Texas at 8:40 PM Nastern Standard Time, Friday night,

uly 22, 1948, At 0245 EST, we sighted a strange object coging

toward us at & high rate of speed. We were at 5000 feet and our
position was 25 miles southwest of Montgomery, Ala. Thebtrange

object had a stream of red firg coming from ite tail. I assumed * I
that it was a jet type airp of the Arny or Mavy but as it came

eide of our DC-3, I estimate its speed in the neighborhood of 0O
MFH butthis ie gnrﬂ; a estimate, We wersholding
hecding of 50 degrees and object passed us going in the opposite
direction. To me, the object :zd sbout a half-mile from us,
ﬁ straight and level, I

object,

The object was ciger shaped and seemed to be about a mbdred feet in
length, The fuselage appeered to be sbout three times the circumference
of & B-29 fuselage, It two :

. 'The windovs were very large and seemed square, were white with . |
light which seemed to be ceaused by some type of combustion. I estimate :
that we watehed the object at leist 5 seconds and- not more than 10
seconds. We heerd no nolee nor did we feel any turbulence from the
object. It seemed to be at about 5500 t -

I asked Cept, Chiles what we hed Jjust seen and he said that he didn't

t Chiles then contacted the redio operator at Coluisbus,
Ga., and skeed him to contact LawsonFld at-Ft Beoning, Ga., and finmd
out if the Army had any jet or experimental planes in the vicinity. The -
company operator called ue & few mimites later and stated tret Lawsm
Fleld reportedithat they had no plemes flying in our area, Cept-Chiles
then reported back to the company radio operatol saying that a strange
aircreft just paseed us and it looked lie some of rﬁch& ‘sbip. AT

'We paseed up Columbue becsuse of ground fog apd dontinued on to Atlants,

PATE S 1tan 1NTPRYALS: 3 Al
VTED Al i Yilak

& 00 DIl sdusay 2o UNCLASSIFIED
.,%{;“_‘l e O - O
.:[u 1:_1‘_ *IQBLK d - 3 5w h

| B por e B Y™

€ . ! | rr8

|
— L

L e s ! '



T s THIS PAGE. 15  UNCLASSIFIED sted

. 8. lly Sharnon . "y
tern Alr Lines Y kel
Marzi, Tla.

The following is & report of an unidentified aireraft which

. ‘s sighted by John Whitted and me, &s we were twanty miles _ >
' “southwest of w.hmﬂ.lﬂ.num-m

Basters's trip 576. | :

At 2145 A, N, we were orul at 5,000 fect when there game,
what 1ilce & Jot type of akraraft to our right snd slightly
abovs medting us, Itm;mmmnx:uthh-ﬂu :
Plity t; therefore, we wers abls to as i '
passed for = period of rrouad ten. . It was glear thers,
S o ooty ML it w el e
of powar shoo Tear soms oot
ware two rows of windows,which

inside thess windows a very t 1ight wes glowing, Underneath
%anﬂudwm . :

After it passed it pulled up into some light broken ulaﬁ:u
and was lost from view. There was no prop wash or ro
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CHECK=LIST - UNIDERTIFTED FLYING OBJECTS ‘ z
tute 24 July 1948 y - 3 Incidort ¢ 184 -
i 1
Tina Qﬁvﬁ i

Loentiion * = mi‘i‘.eg south of ?&t@ﬁnr}'-‘ Ala.

Yamo ‘of observor Pilot Clarence Shipe miu_a'co-uﬂot John B, Whitted

& Mr, McRelvie

|
..-!:Ir e ur ocbsarvaer Atlenta Office of ..JL

Flacs of obsorwmtion adr - 20 miles south of Nontgomery, Ala.
Munbgr of -m:joor.a 1 :
Oiatanco of nbimt from abL*rvcr ]’CG it
Tinmo '4n sSpht s 10 te 15 seconds :
Altitude 5,000 £t

Speod - 500 to 70Q MPE {su Atlente Constitution - 25 July hs}

Diroetion ¢f ﬂ i htl southwest toward:Mobile and hau Orlnm

 'Tueties Pmeatp sharply with trem?dm burst of flame

unmm Constitution = 25 July
Srind none

Siz0 100 ft long and sbout twice the dimeter of a "B-23°
Color B[S g

Shepo  Ciger-shaped

-Qdor d.-toy.(.d ' lifﬂ - .
Jil"?""""‘ht construstion H.-‘ 5 I !

B:d'must trails ﬂdn-ﬂrrum ﬂrae 'u‘i.'l.h b ‘ue fluoreecent glow running
th the object

Wouthor conditiont  full moon, clmr with broken cl:vrd coverage of hhl,o

et 6,000 ft
Effaot on clouds N/S = puued up ‘into one,

Skotohua ur. phut.tr,l;ruph; 2 sketches
Hannor of dgpmp roneo  Disappeired into a cloud

.
Homurks: 1&“@& stotenents.
]

.

Ocoupution of obgorwvor Pilot end Co-pilot (EAL) Mr. McKelvie's ocoupatic
¥/s . : s
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