From: COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (USA)
To: CIV_USN NAWCAD (USA)
Cc: CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (USA):_ CIV_USN NAWCAD

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 1:50:39 PM

Thanks. That works for me. Keep me cc’d please.

Best regards,

Office ot tlle Genera| Counsel

Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division
47076 Liljencrantz Road,
Patuxent River, MD 20670
(O) 301
(C) 240
(F) 301
(E)

ror: EMNEHI v USN NAWCAD (15%) - N vy i

Sent Monday, August 31, 2020 1:47 PM

_usw COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (UsA) < NI @navy-mit>

CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (USA)

IR N '/ A1 (U5
DN -~ N ' U5\ NAWCAD (UsA
N

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

Congratulations!

(@navy.mil

After looking at the Briefing Card that Gradisher and Sue Gough sent out, | think I'm going to go
through them first to make sure they approve this No Record.

V/R

/ )

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road

Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) 342-

oo | PR BN | s h ] ‘I'Iiillli!] ’iilﬂi]iiii )
From: [SNESHI 'V UsN coMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (USA) (SN @ avy.mil>




Sent Monday, August 31, 2020 1:43 PM

ro: I U A0 (1 I - >

CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (USA)

S T T
SR - >

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

Best regards,

Oftice of tl!e General Counsel

Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division
47076 Liljencrantz Road,
Patuxent River, MD 20670

rorn: RN " U5\ N CAD (1) R >

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 6:47 AM

To USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (UsA) [N EEEHI @2 vy-mil>
CIV USN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (USA)

IR - " I ' U5\ \ACAD (U5
NI - >

Subject: FW: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

In reference to the Cecotti cases, this one | worked with CSG-8 and they had no responsive records.
| sent this to you for review and | believe you were going to reach out to see if they approved before
getting IDA signature.

2020-007330 - Records “regarding the history and custody of the videos described as video of two F-
18 Hornets tracking an unidentified Flying Object (UFO) in the AFOSI File number 3290517356125”

V/R,

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road



Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) -

R @bt G e i@ G S . e
e —

From: ST ' U5 A0 (1) R - >

Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 2:24 PM

To: (SIS s\ comNAvAirRsyscoM PAX (Us) ST @ ravy.-mil>
cc: [ ' UsN AW cAD (usA) [ @ 2. >

Subject: FW: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

| received word back from CSG-8 (see below) and they have no responsive records. | have attached
the Final Response and original request.

Do we need to run this through Gradisher or anybody else before releasing?
If not, could you please review and forward to-for signature.

Thank you!

V/R

NAWCAD Command Operations Group

Admin & Records Management Division

47122 Liljencrantz Road
Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) -

O R O R A o E G PRt o crno s : e irecdied]
NSRRI

¢rom S COVICARSTRKGRU EIGHT (UsA) I @ o >
Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 1:29 PM

o N 'V UsN WD (Us+) < @ -y
Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

Ma’am,

I am the IDA for CSG-8. Our Staff, CVW-1, and VFA-11 were not able to locate any records
responsive to the request.

Let me know if you need any other information.



v+

LCDRF. JAGC, USN
Staff Judge Advocate

Carrier Strike Group EIGHT
Office: (757
NIPR:
SIPR:

. e . . 1 gz
%LLL&“AL\!L T orrererenae

From: USN NAwcAD (UsA) {EIEEII @ 2vy - mil>

Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 1:26 PM

To: SIS _cor UsN COMCARSTRKGRU EIGHT (USA) (SIS @navy.mil>
ce: N ' UsN NAwCAD (us) I @ 2 Y. il>

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330
LCDR,

| thought | would check | to see if you were able to confirm if CSG-8 had responsive records on this
request or if you could provide a POC for the CSG-8 FOIA Office, we would greatly appreciate it.

Thank you!
V/R

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road

Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) -

Fror: [N 5 VA0 (05 N oy i

Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:56 AM

To: [ BN 5\ COMCARSTRKGRU EIGHT (USA) SN @navy.mil>
cc: [N U Ao (us) R o> .t

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

LCDR-



| believe the requester is looking for information on the “Gimbal” video which was obtained from
VFA-11. If you can confirm that CSG-8 has no responsive records or a POC for the CSG-8 FOIA Office,
| would greatly appreciate it.

Thank you!
V/R

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road

Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301-

i ———— i

From: [SHESII LR UsN COMCARSTRKGRU EIGHT (USA) SIS @ avy-mil>

Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:47 AM

To- N ' 5N NAWCAD (05 I @2y mi>
Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

Ma’'am,

Good morning - from your emails below | am tracking the following request:

Records “regarding the history and custody of the videos described as video of two F-18 Hornets
tracking an unidentified Flying Object (UFO) in the AFOSI File number 3290517356125 (see attached

for reference)”

If there is anything else you need, please let me know and | will coordinate with the CVW-1 and VFA-
11 to get you a formal response.

V/R, R

LCDRF.. JAGC, USN
Staff Judge Advocate

Carrier Strike Group EIGHT

(@navy.mil




From: [{SSHI . coR UsN sEcOND FLEET (UsA) (NS 2\ mil>

Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 1:17 PM

To: [N ' s\ NAwcAD (Us2) [ > > N
[BEEE s\ coMNAVAIRLANT NOR VA (UsA) (SN @ ~=vv-i>; (ST

USN DCNO N2N6 (USA) [{SHESII @ 2vy.mil>; Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN DCNO N2N6

(UsA) TSI ¢ 2y i>; (SIS LCOR USN COMCARSTRKGRU EIGHT (USA)
_@navy.mil>

Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (UsA) (SIS @ r2vy-ni>; BN
IS coVvNAvairRsyscom PAX (US) BT ¢ =vv i>; SIS TN
§ cv usn ontwasHINGTON DC (UsA) (ST @ 2wy i>; SIS TG Vs
(UsA) (DI @ >vv-i>; (SIS UsN cN'C WASHINGTON DC (USA)

(D) (0)  [chenvEas

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

All:

_, copied above, is the SJA for CSG-8. As he just returned from an extended

deployment yesterday, he may not yet be up on email. -is the best POC at CSG-8 for FOIA
guestions.

V/r,

Lcor (G '/ GC UsN

Fleet Judge Advocate
U.S. SECOND Fleet

Phone: 757 |} S
cell: 757 {{S} G
Email:_@navy.mil

SIPR:_@navy.smiI.mil

N ALEATAA o aa Av i) g mAvael Ay B A ML) o i g A 4 e R v Aol e e e oA ) o

rrom: [ 5 (NN (- !
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 1:13 PM

To: (NS o NAVAIRLANT NOR VA (USA) SIS @navy-mil>; (S
[EEEEE s DCNO N2N6 (USA) _@navy mil>; Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN
DCNO N2N6 (USA) _@navy.m|l>
Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (UsA) (S NS @ »>vv-mi>
IO s\ comNAavairsyscom PAX (Us) [EIEEE ¢ -vv ~i>; SIS
B CIV USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (USA) _@navy mil>; S v\
Sy ) ©) e m||>_ USN CNIC WASHINGTON DC (USA)



IO c--vyv-i>; SIS s\ scCOND FLEET (USA)
DNER -/

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330
Good Afternoon,

This FOIA request is for records “regarding the history and custody of the videos described as video
of two F-18 Hornets tracking an unidentified Flying Object (UFQO) in the AFOSI File number
3290517356125 (see attached for reference)”. | believe that is the “Gimbal” video which was
obtained from VFA-11.

If you can confirm that CSG-8 has no responsive records or a POC for the CSG-8 FOIA Office, | would
greatly appreciate it.

Thank you all for your assistance!

V/R

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road

Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) 342}

From: [{SSII Vs coMNAVAIRLANT NOR VA (UsA) (S @ navy.mil>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 11:53 AM

To: (SIS U<\ ocno N2N6 (UsA) SIS ¢ -~ >; DS
BEER ' ush NawcaD (UsA) (S @ 2y il>; Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN
pcNo N2N6 (UsA) [N @2y mil>

Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (UsA) (SIS @ 2vy-mil>;
IS C'V Ush Nawead (usA) TS 2 - i > R
EDEEE ' UsN comNAvAIRsyscoMm PAX (Us SIS ¢ =vv > SN
B cv usn ontwasHINGTON DC (UsA) (ST @ 2wy i>; (ST Vs
(UsA) (DI 2> i> S Vs CNIC WASHINGTON DC (USA)

IO i~ IS Us\ ScCOND FLEET (USA)
_@navy.mil>

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

On the east coast, CSGs provide all the “legal” care and feeding for their subordinate units. So CSG-8
would serve as FOIA IDA for VFA-11. | can’t speak for CNAP concerning VFA-41.




Adding C2F-for SA as the east coast CSGs fall under C2F.

V/r
(b) (6) |
DIGE <

Force Judge Advocate (NO1L)
Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic
1562 Mitscher Avenue,-
Norfolk, VA 23551-2427

Desk Phone: (757)-

Mobile Phone: (757) [{SNIESHI
SIPR:_@navy.smil.miI

From: [{S}SII <\ ocNo N2ne (UsA) (SIS @ avy - mil>

Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 11:01 AM

To: [(SIEI s\ cOMNAVAIRLANT NOR VA (USA) (SIS @ navy.mil>;
IO s\ NawcAD (UsA) (ST @ =y il>; Gradisher,
Joseph F CIv USN DCNO N2N6 (UsA) (SIS @2y mil>

Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (USA) || @navy-mil>;

() ©)  [VANAVNVONSIUNNE ) () 20 [HEWANIE ]

(D) (6) [VASCCVIVAVNENNeIVIZVEENE ) (©) [cHEVWRWEH ) (©) |
Bcv usn ontwasHINGTON DC (UsA) (ST @ avy- > S c/PT us\N
(UsA) 1SS @ =vv-mi>; S Vs~ CNI'C WASHINGTON DC (USA)

(D) (0) [chenvEas

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

Thanks. We (N2N6, ONI, and NAVAIR) are very familiar with the videos, having received numerous
FOIA requests for them and all things UAP, UFO and AATIP. NAVAIR coordinated the release/posting
with all of us.

Now that the UFO authors have_ the videos themselves, they are now

asking for documents that would have accompanied their transfer to ONI. This is based on
assumption that there was a formal process in place that resulted in them being the custodians.
There was not.

We are now identifying to whom the FOIA requests for these requests should go. | have already
forgotten from my CSG and AIRLANT days which entity would serve as the IDA, but we no it is not us.



We are pretty sure there will be no responsive records.
*/

Sent with BlackBerry Work
(www.blackberry.com)

From: (SN s\ cOMNAVAIRLANT NOR VA (USA) SIS @navy.mil>

Date: Tuesday, Jun 16, 2020, 3:12 PM

To: N 5 ©CO N2 (us) A .o -,
civ UsSN NAWCAD (UsA) (SIS 2 2. mi>, Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN DCNO N2N6
(USA)_ navy.mil>
Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (USA (SIS 2 2> (SIS
DEEE Usn Nawcap (usA) DTS - - > DTS
coMNAVAIRsYscoM PAX (US) (SIS @ 2>, (NS C'V UsN ONI WASHINGTON
DC (UsA NI 22> SIS U\ V52 DI -,
DX s\ cnic wAsHINGTON DC (UsA) (SIS @navy.mil>

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

All:

The videos are posted on the NAVAIR FOIA Reading Room page (it’s linked to there from the DoD
Press Release about the publishing of the videos). DoD Press Release containing the link is called
“Statement by Department of Defense on the Release of Historical Navy Videos” from April 27, 2020.

VFA-41 is assigned to CVW-9, which appears to be attached to CSG-3...west coast.
VFA-11 is assigned to CVW-1, which falls under CSG-8...east coast.

V/r

() (6)
DREE -

Force Judge Advocate (NO1L)
Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic
1562 Mitscher Avenue, Suite 300
Norfolk, VA 23551-2427

Desk Phone: (757)-
Mobile Phone: (757)-
SIPR_@navy.smil.mil

From: [ Vs ocvo N2ne (UsA) (SIS @ 2vy - mil>



Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 1:49 PM

To: [ '\ Us\ NnawcaD (UsA) [T @ 2y mil>;
Gradisher, Joseph F CIvV USN DCNO N2N6 (USA) {{SISIE @2V mil>

Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (UsA) (S ESHI @ ~avy-mil>;
IO ' Usnh NawcaD (UsA) TS - i R
DX ' UsN comNAvAIRsYscoM PAX (US) (SIS ¢ -y i>; (NS
l civ usn ontwasHINGTON DC (UsA) (SIS @ 2vv-i>; SIS s\
(UsA) DTS 2 2vy-i> S s\ COMNAVAIRLANT NOR VA (USA)
IO -y >SS UsN CNIC WASHINGTON DC (USA)
_@navy.mil>

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

A few points to which | invite your attention.

1. I know the appropriate FOIA is not N2N6, which is all that matters to me.

2.

3. As for records pertaining to the videos, my experience tells me that there will be no records.

4. | have cced the JAGs from CNIC, AIRFOR and AIRLANT for their SA.

Vr/-

Sent with BlackBerry Work
(www.blackberry.com)

eror: N 5 A (") RN .. >

Date: Tuesday, Jun 16, 2020, 1:30 PM

To: Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN DCNO N2N6 (USA) (SN 221>

Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (USA) [{SIESII @2+ ~i> (S
B8 usn beno N2Ne (UsA) TS v >, (DTS " \AWCAD
UsA) (IS - > (S C'V UsN COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PAX (US)
_@navy.mi|>

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330

Mr. Gradisher,

We are the OCA of the information not the videos, so we need to refer this FOIA request to the
appropriate FOIA Office for processing. | looked up VFA -11 and VFA-41 and they fall under CNIC. |



will contact them

Thank you!

V/R

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road

Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) (SN

5 5 Oy L . . L )L m
VULIT CIVIT arfa CriTiTTdT PTTIartics.,

From: Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN DCNO N2N6 (USA) <joseph.gradisher@navy.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 1:02 PM

o N 5\ 1~ (s, I 1. >

Cc: Stratton, John F (Jay) SES USN ONI WASHINGTON DC (USA) (SN @ =vv-mi>; (S

(D) (6)  [ESSEVeRPNI(NY ) (©) [chEVARIE

Subject: RE: DON-NAVY-2020-007330
| checked with Jay Stratton to get the background at how the videos ended up there at PAX.
My back and forth with him is attached.

It looks like the videos were passed from the squadron and/or fleet level through him and on to PAX

All via classified networks, from the looks of it.
Does that provide what you need?
Regards,
Joe
Joe Gradisher

Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret)
N2N6 Strategic Engagements

703 [N



From: T ' U5 A CAD (U54) I - >

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 10:38 AM
To: Gradisher, Joseph F CIV USN DCNO N2N6 (USA) (SIS @ »avy - mil>

cc: IO ' U\ WD (154 N - il

Subject: DON-NAVY-2020-007330
Mr. Gradisher,

We have received the attached FOIA Request and need your assistance. The request is asking for
records regarding the history and custody of the UAP videos. | checked with our Program Office and
was informed the squadron/fleet does not fall under our cognizance. Do you know what
squadron/fleet the videos were under?  Who should | refer this FOIA request to?

DON-NAVY-2020-007330 - All information and records including (but not limited to) reports,
correspondence, queries, documents, letters, messages regarding the history and custody of the
videos described as video of two F-18 Hornets tracking an unidentified Flying Object (UFO) » in the
AFOSI File number 3290517356125 (see attached file for reference). The release of this video was
investigated by the AFOSI in 2018 and the report mentions the Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft
Division as being in possession of those videos.

Thank youl!

V/R

NAWCAD Command Operations Group
Admin & Records Management Division
47122 Liljencrantz Road

Patuxent River, MD 20670

Phone: (301) {SEIN






