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In one of Victor Serge's Jast works, The
Case of Comrade Tulayev, written over
fiticen vears ago, the Russian equiva-
lent ol the Qswald story is set forth.
An alicoated young maan, unhappy with
the many aspects of his life in the So-
viet Unica—the food, his room, his
job, ete.—acquires a gan, and man-
ages to shoot Commissac Tulayev one
night when he is getting out of a cir,
An cudensive investigation sets in, fol-
lowal by an extensive purge. Millions
of poople are arrested and made to con-
foss to being part of 8 vast conspiracy
against the government. The actual ase
sasay is of course, never suspecled,
sice e one ¢an imagine him as a con-
spirator. He continues to lead his alicn.
ated unhappy life, while. the govern-
meat uncovers the great plot,

In contrast, when John F, Kennedy
was  asassinated, a solution emerged
within hours: one lonely alicnated man
had done the deed all by himself, The
investigation by the Dallas Police and
the Fr then proceeded to buttress this
view, and to accumulate all sorts of de-
tails about the lone assassin, same false
many  came  trivial

G L et wieddar

of the carly critival questions suggesting
2 conspiratorial explanation (raised by
Buchanan, Joosten, Sauvage. Bertrand
Russcll, Trevor-Roper, ctc.) were shown
to be hased on misinformation or mis-
understandings, the powult muainly  of
what the Dallas Police had said, or what
had appeared in newspaper  accounts
and interviews, -Other questions, bhased
on the Report itsell and what it failed
10 resol¥e (raised by Leo Sauvage, Sae
landria, Sylvan Fox, ete.), were swept
aside ‘by faith—faith, first of all, hat
these matters minst have been setded by
the mass of data in the twenty-six sup-
plemeatary volumes of testimony, deposie
tions, aml documents. The twenty-six
volumes seemied (0 be so imposing, and
were, in fact, so impenetrable, that they
resolved all doubts. Finally, as Dwight

entirely unsiooewful effort 1o make the
thesiv: pywchologically plausible by con.
stricting an Oswald in turmoil foeking
for his-moment of glory. Representative

Ford abo goes s far as 10 blame the

conspiracy theorics on one lone woman,
Mrs. Marguerite Oswald, and to act as
if there were no reawn whatever. save
for the alicnated confused mind of Mrs,
Oswald, Senior, ever to doubt that one
lone assassin thesis,

H()wls\'rn. THE  “OFHICIAL™  THEORY
was in many ways implausible. Tt involv-
ed a fantastic amount of tuck. If the rat
and Warren Commiission reconstructions
were correct, Oswald had to get the ni-
fle” into the buillding without attracting
attention. Oaly two people saw him with
a long package. and none uw him with
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tory reports By witnewses (e.g. ¥ miss
tahea identification of Qwaakd ™ the
bus driver), and  quetiaNe  mvoae
structions by the Commision (eg. -
ing the accuracy of the riffe weN sa.
tionary targets). The Reporr vagainst
the better judgment of at kast oo of
the Commission’s  staff, Lxdheke and
Bal) had 10 rely on somwe of the Dakie
et sitnessey, like Breanan and Mrs
Markham. I abo had to impoad some |
of its best, tike Wesley Frasier,

The critics were stitl dismiseal This
was ot Tauspeet, simply hocaine & was
more diflicidt 1o helieve that tihe Come
mission, ity staff, and the rar axdd N
in error than jt Was 10 ane a aoenters
explanation, as Dwight Macdoassd coie
tended in Esquire. It was aho ™o
the critits had no counterahavy  that
was better than sience fictiva, D ¢
planation fess implausible than 1\t of
the Report,

Twu NOOKS  IUSE PURLISHED  mxne
the discusnion 10 a new lewl, Hanold
Weihergs noisy, temdentivus B Exewusa
(which, for some pood and pava™y
many bad editorial reasons ne padinde
er would touch) is neverthohss 1™ ting
critical study based on a chse souinis
of the twenty-six volunws thomschies
Ldward Jay Upstein’s  Prgues, 2 e
nurkably effective book, presents stargs
Ling new duta about the intermal worke
ings of the Comminsivn, In sddition, tao
fecent articles by Vinoeat Salandsha in
The Minority of One and thaee ™y Fred

Cook in The Natien mnie mpoctant
questions. This material suggesss me that
. RERRN . e .o . L . I i~
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{Uke his c‘arly schadl reconds ), sune
suggestive (like the hag he-carried into
the Book Depositary). some convincing
(ke the prexenve of his nfle and the
three shells). From its origine in Dal-
Lis on the night of November 22, 1963,
the career of the thavry of a single con-
spirator indicates that this wac the wort
of cxplanation most congenial to the in-
sostigators and the public falthough the
arunge investigation of Joe Moling, a
cletd in the Book Depository, from 2
At November 23 until the end of that
day, mainly for hic activities in a slight-
Iy lett-wing veterans® organization, sug-
EOts a conspiratorial interproiation was
then under consideration).

Tm: WarreN  Cozonsston,  after
many months of supposed  labor and
search, came out with an anticlimatic
cunclusion, practically the same as that
reached by the raot in its report of -
cember 9, 1963, excapt for Jetails as to
how it happeacd. The Commission,
tothed in the impesing dJignity of its

“august members, dactared ity conviction

thut une Jone alienatad assassin, Loe Har.
wy Oswald, had indood carried out the
srime.

The ready accepiance of this by then
sywcted finding by the press and the
rublic—except for a few  critios—~sug.
=g .that the Amcrican public gt the
.ind of explanation it wanted, and per-
wps  deserved.  For almost  everyone
¢ points that suggested a conspiratorial
planation were cither disposed of by
se “carcful” work of the Warren Com-
sosion and the van, or by w Gdh that
o grown up ahout the Reporr. Some

<5 28, 1966
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Macdonald pointed out, if the criticy of
the Report and of the evidence in the
tuenty-six volumes supposedly supporting
it managed to reveal how tendentious,
onesided, and inadequate some of the
solutions were,-the ultimate faith of the
public fested on the integrity of Justice
Warren and ‘his fellow commissioners,
the capabilities of the 1m and of the
Comntission lawyers. It was jist too iny-
plausible that such irrepragachable talent
could have dixtored the case, or have
come to the wrong conclhision.

Nerge's Russia couhl only see an assas-
sination as part of a grand conspiracy.
The western European critics can only
¢ Kennedy's assawsination as part of
a subtle conspiracy, involving perhaps
some of the Daflas Police, the ru, the
right-wing lunatic fringe in- Dallas, or
perhaps even (in rumors | have ofien
heard)  Kennady's suwccessor.  Thomas
Buchunan, in his otherwise far-fetched
work, Who Killed Kennedy?, shows that
it is part of the American tradition al-
wavs W regard Presidential assassination
as the work of one looe nut, no matter
how much evidence there may be 10 the
coitrary. There scems to have been an
overwhelming national need to interpret
Kennedy's demise in this way, and thus
the irresistible premise of the investiga.

o, almost from the outset, was that Os-

wald did it all, all by himself (as Raby
was believed to have done it all, aff by
hinezelf). Congressman Ford's book, Por-
trait of an Assassin, is o valiant and not

gApproved for Release: 2025/12/29 C00381778

it or the rifle in the huilding. He had to
find a place from which he could shoot
unobserved. The place, according to the
“oflicial theory,” wauv observed untit just
a few minutcs bhefore the shooting. He
had to fire a cheap ritle with a distorted
sight, old ammunition, at a moving tar.
get in minimal time, and shoot with ex-
traordinary accuracy, (three hits in three
shots, in 8.6 seconds, according to the
181 two bits in three shots in 5.6 see-
onds, according to the Commiion), If
the “oflicial theory™ of the Commission
is ripht, Oswald had no access 1o the
rifle from mid-September untit the night
before the avassination, and had no op-
portunity  whatsever 1o practive for at
least two months. Having achieved such
amazing success with his thieé shots, Os-
wald then was somchow able to leave
the scene of the crime casually and une
detected, go home, and escape. But for
the inéxpiicable (zccording to the “of-
ficial theosy™) Tippit episode, Owald
might have been able 1o disappear. In
fact, be did so after that cpisade, and
only attracted  uitention again because
ie dushed into a movie theater without
paying.

The critics have argued that the Com-
nussion’s case agzinat Owwald, if it had
ever been taken to court, would have
collapsed for fack  of legal evidenBe.
A legal cawe would have been weskened
by sloppy police work (e.g., -the failure
to chicck whether Oswald's gun had been
used thut day), confused and contradic-

s turmeees wpouny

R O L T e eesrgan

improbable, or that #t 15 not legally con-
vincing. but that by reawnahle stand-
ards sccepted by thoughtful men, it is
impossitle, and that dufa coflected by
the 141 and the Commiwnion show this
10 be the care. :

Before these writings appeared, there
were already drong reasons for doubt.
ing that Owald did the shooting alone,
or at all. ‘Fhe msjonity of eye- and ear-
witnesses who had clear opinions as to
the origins of the shots thought the first
shot wis from the knoll or the overpass
(and these witnzwes included such exe
pericnced hundy av Shenifl Docker, the
sheriff's  men wanding on Homton
Steeet, diagonally across from the Book
Depsitory, Secret Service Agent Sor-
rels, and many thenvg, Al of the Com-
mission’s  obluwation notwithstanding,
Oswald was a poor shot and his rifle was
inaccurate. Eaperts Acmﬂdvnm duplicate
the alleged feat of 1wo hits out of threo
shots in 5.6 seconds, even though they
were given stationary targets and ample
time to aim the first shot, and hd par-
tinlly enrpected 150 inzecuricy of the
sight for the test. No reliable witness
could identify Ovwald as the marksmao.
No one saw him ar the alleged scence of
the crime, cxcept Brennan, who did not -
identify him luter on in a linc-up, Hard-
Iy enough time wan availuble for Oswald
to hide the rifle and dewend to the sece
ond floor, where he was seen by Police-
man Baker. Wo one vaw or heard Os-
wald descend. And 2 paraffin tes taken
later that day showed positive results’
for nitrates on  Gsmalds hands, but

1
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negative oncs on his check. Al of this
indicates that Perry Mason, Mehvin Belli,
or maybe even Mark Lanc, coald have

© cauned jurors to have reasonable doubie

that Oswald did the shooting, or did all
of the shouting. But none of this shows
ahnolutely that Oswald could not have
done i He might have had fantastic
shill and miraculous luck that day, and
_might have-oitdone the ¢aperts. He had
s an amazing talent for getting from plice
ito place unobserved and unaccountably,
‘and it could have heen succesully em-
ployed at this time. The 11 and the
‘Commission tell us a paraflin test is ine
ivonchusive (but then why do police forces
e it?),
The “hard™ data rélicd on by the

twice and Conaally at feast once; that
Khwald's rifle was found ‘on the sinth
floor; that three shells ejected from Os-
pald’s rifle were found by the south-
dant window of the sixth floor; that Os-
Yaht's palm print is 00 an unexposed
portion of the rifle; that his prints are
ap some of the boxes found near the
window; that baflistics cxperts <ay that
e distorted bullet fragments found in
Keonedy's car are from Oswald's rifle;
hitt the “almost complete bullet No. 399
o in Parkland  Hospital  (whose
tange history and role wilt ‘he dis-
used bater) was definiiely shot from
mwald's rifler that Oswald was oh-
sied by af least five people in the
vdding hetween 12:00 and 12:30, plus
Tmin a few minutes—ino saw him
nithe first floor around noon, two re-
o hime on the fifth amd sinth floor
ramnd thas time, and Baker saw hi

it after the dnsissination on the sece
PR oo wad that Oseabd et the haita-

|
|
|

Commiwion are that Kennedy was hit’
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and its ovcupants and wounded ‘2 spec-
tatos,” .

© As Ppstein shons, this fact, and the
Aideave of the Zapruder filin, foreed
the Commision to reoonsider the prob-
kem. For thé. flm established the time
when Keanedy could have been hit, snd
Connally could have been hit. The speed
of Zapruder's canwera is I3 frames
e sovond and his film shows that Ken-

. nady was hit heeween frames 308 and

228, (For reasois never eaplainad, -the
Comntission  omitted  frames 208211
from its reprodiction of the series in
the Repore.) s okear from the medical
and phatographic evidence that Connal-
IV owas shor between frames 231 and
2 (The shot that stewck Kennady on
the side of the head and Nilled him was
&t frane 313) This foaves less than 2.3
sovonds between one and two;
and  the Commiwion found that it s
physically imposable to pail the bolt and
reload Owvald's nde faster than once
every 23 seconds  (without  aiming),
Therefore it was smpossible for Oswald

shats
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of the Presalent’s Nady revealed that one
of the bullets had entered just below
his shoulder to the right of the spinal
column at an anglke of 45 to 60 degrees
dowinand, that theae was no point of
eait, amd that she ballet was nt .in the
body. ™ '

]n- e P8P mave are correct, then
Keanody and Coanally were hit by sep-
arate bullets amt the time interval be-

tween these shots i ausch o short (loss -

thin two sevomh)  for both o have
heen fired from Oswald's rifle. Hence,
either anuther gt was employed, or
two ditlerent marksmen were shooting,
In cither "vase, 1he Commission  theery
is no longer teoadle, nor, in vicw of the
time-interval problem, s the theory of
the v thar all the shots came from
Owald's sille,

In response 1o Ppnteia’s book, Com-
mission stall mombers have stated that
the twa 1w reports of December 9th
and fanuary LN are wrong about the
woumbs, while yolesmea for the 11

anse tas Lins

cember 9th 1nr report an accurate ac.
count of what the doctors found from
their one and only look at the hody on
November 227 Is the doctory” later report
hawed only on inferences from a wound
they never saw? (It is interesting that
Knctel mdicates the final avtopry may
te wrong: “The doctors may well have
cread i their autopsy finding.” On what?
Where the entrance wound  was, pers
hapr?) ’

This c\plu.na(inn. which the rar m@

willing to undenwrite, indicatey a hi
degree of incompetence. The 11 says
ite first reports “were miercly w0 chart a
course and were not designed to he ¢on-
clusive” (Look), Does that mean they
were supposed to be inaccurate? They
were prepared at the request of the Prese
wWent to pet the basic facts, at a time
when the 181 was the only official inves-
tigatine agency dealing with the case. The
reports were considered 10 be of “prine
vipal importance™ by the Warren Com-
mission when it started. out. And how
can the a1 explain that afice receiving
the autuisy report oa December 23 it
sl saued  a supplemental report on
January 13, 1964, containing futse infors
Mation on the most substantive guesti
Where did the first bollet hig Kennedy
and where did this buliet go?

Tm FBI tias NOT AS YET tried 10 ex-
Plain why its report of January 13 cons
tradicts the autopsy report. In the lLos
Angeles Lintes of ) ay 30. 1966, Robert
Dunovan quotes an ra1 spohesman as
savme onfy that “the ing wuas wrong
said ‘there was nag i of

when

ey,

Tlie rHe oagents were paot doctors,

Bt maee mercly guorion’ dodctoee,  the




" 'a;uml 1233 atid went 1o Wik Chit.
Onanight add some of the data oo
rimvt muatder as “hard fact™ but Ow

vakd]e

e in thas incident is o much m

tspa}) All-of this certainly made a

ugped
tamnd

‘¢ ¢ae that,
all of the shooting—three shoty

—watlone by Owald with his own

itle. |

N«

IHE MaTiriaL presented by Up-

seinid Salandria, and 10 2 iesser ex-
teat f Cook and Weisherg, under-
oundthe  Commision™s caswe in two

wayy
the
able
VN
hav
they
v
ber
onl
o
thal

aw
Taf the most important picces of

evil

arg
CaN

Za

iy
wated December 9. 1963, just after
thdrren Commiission was appwinted.
‘[Hport is not in the twenty-six vole

un

int, they closely examine beth
ience of the shots and the availe

that ail three shois could not
cen fired by Oswakl. Sccondly,
w that the Commission’s theory
pnflict with the Facs on a oum-
crucial points: ludeed. one can
mchude cither that both theories,
red together, are impossible, of
by estahlish that more than ouwe
was firing at the President.

e underlying  this demonstration
fars summary reponts on the

nd the film taken by Abraham

y. The 1o8's finst summary report

nd is published for the first time,

. anlly in part. in Epstein’s book, In

i,

rar states simply  that “three

shfng out. Two bullets struck Ken-
lvd oae wounded Governor Con-
This seemed to account foc all
linds: bat it ignored incontroverti-

Jence that one shot missed the car

tdical evidence in order (o denw

Lr, a hystunder during the assas’
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-—iewe,
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Connslly in sweparate shats,

Fintes swotes that, an carly NMarch,
SAeden Spedter. a Coannnsion fawyer, dis-
cusal thin tune problen mtormally with

Jithoultics potwithe Comnianders Humes and Bowwcll. the

Navy doctors who had pertormed the au-
wpsy on Prowdent Keanady. "According
to Specter, Commander Huntes suggested
that “since bath Kennedy and Connally
apparently had been bit within a secoml
of cach other, it was medivally possible
that Both men had been hit by the same
bullet and that Coonally had had a de-
layed reaction. This  hypothesis would
explain” how bath men weré wounded
in lesws time than that in which the mur-
der weapon vould be fired twice . . "
(Inguest, p. 118),

On  March 16, 1964 whea Dr,
Humevs undated autopsy report was first

introduced in evidence, it dicectly contra- -

dicted both the ver seport of Decenibir

9, 1963, and the subsequent” Fai.repoit

of Janudry 13, 1964, Dr. Humes's report
stated that the first buliet struck the back
of Kennedy's neck and exited through his
throat. The rm had id “Medical ex-
amination of the Prosident’s body had
revealed that the bullet which cntered
his hack penctratad to a distance of levs
than a finger leogth. (Exhibits $9 and
60)." These exhibits, reproduced in Ep-
stein’s book on pp. 56-57, are photo-
graphs of Kennedy's dacket and shirt,
They show clearly a bullet hole 5'2-6
inches helow “the neckline, ie., in his
back. If the butlet had been shot from
the Book Depository, it was on'a Jown-
ward course, and thus vould not enter
the back and enit through the throat
unless it was Jeflected. Further, the ¥t
report had said, “Medical examination
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RS ey

guage. that their reports were in crrot,
¢ ven before pubtication, 1 patein’s book
bad the effect of dringing a ot of antor.
Do, to fipht. Besdes the portiony of
the 11 separts e has published, news-
paper and magazine accounts have given
the 11 eaplanations, the history of the
autopay  report,  ctc.,
Commission did not bother to clarify.)
I the 1w did muke & mistake, one ¢x-
planation may be found in Fletcher
Knchel's article in the July 12, 1966 is-
vie of Look. Knebel attributes his ex-
planation 1o three commission lawyers
and one of the autopsy doctors (appar-
ently Dr. Bowvwell). At the autopsy prop-
er on November 22, 8-11 p.m., the doc-
1ory had not found an exit wound (or a
butlet channel) and were puzzled. The
next day they learned from Dr. Mal-
colm Perry of Farkland Hospital, Dallas,
that there had been a bullet woumd in

LT ETIS O PR TP R TT TV TR S T ST SUINICR

“the throut, obliterated by a tracheotomy

operation. This led' the dostons 1o con-
clude that the throat wound (which they

" never saw) was the exit wound. Their.

report was completed on November 24,
and sent -lo the” White House on the
25th. “Fhe Secret Service then received
the report, and, according 1o statements
published recently, sent it to the Com-
mission on December 20 and o the 181
on Pecemrber 23,

If this. is what happened, it could ac-
count foi the discrepancy between the
1 ar's first report and the autopsy report.
But why didn’t the supposedly thorough
p1 ask for the autopsy report, or check?
with the doctors? How, inded, could the
¥ have conducted an offective investiga-

tion without at east ascertaining the con-

teats of the autopsy teport? Is the De-

items which the,

S ot would sseem that even when
the 1w «tates bluntly that “X iy the
Cast.
hased on hearsay. This raises the prob.
lcm of determining whea the rm s
relishle. (Was it whea it said Oswald
Twas nodoan teioagemt?) How reliable .
arc its many, many reports in the
tuenty-six volumes? When is the rat
to bhe taken at its word?

If the s8t reports are fale, is the
Commission position thea defensible, in
view of the rnr photos of Kennedy's
juchet and shirt published in Epstein's

book? Its one-bullet theory depeads i@

part on this bullet following approx

nately the path described in the sketch
in the Commission Exhibic -38S, entering
the back of Kennedy's neck, and exiting
at his throat on a downward path, then
entering Connally’s back and exiting be-
low the nipple, going through his wrist,
and finally reaching his femur (Commise
sion kxhibits 679-8C and 689). But if
Kennedy was shot in the back, then there
is somcthing basically wrong with the
very possibility of the Commission the-
ory. A hullet traveling dowaward would
have exited from the chest, where there
was 0 wound, and would have struck
Connally at 100 Jow a point to inflict
the damage.

So the rat pictures of the Presi
dent’s clothing become very significant,
Sume of the comments on Epstein's
h.ouk by hostile critics who were asso-
ciated with the Commission appear to
c‘onccdc that the e nay have been
right in locating the bullet in the back;
a{ud the rm photographs definitely in.
dicate that this was.the case. Sugges-
tions hase appeared that Kennedy could
have heen bending over at the time,

The New York Review

this can be  wrong, and only .:

»
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.

and so a bullet in his upper back could
have cvited from his throat (without
hitting his chin??). But if this were Mo,
the bullct would obviowsly have heen too
fow to hit Connally where it did; and
the Zapruder pictures cleatly rule out the
possibility that Kennedy was bending over
at this time. The Detroit Free Press, June
§..1966, p. 22A, otfers another possibil-
ity, that Kennedy's coat was hiked up
and bunched at the time. They olfer a
photo “taken just seconds-before the first

P ulier.” “The issue is of course the con-

“dition of his clothes at the very moment.
Zapruder's pictures don't show this; and
they porteay only a front view of Ken-
n=dy. However, if the jacket was bunch-
e, it secms most unlikely that a bullet
fired at neck lovel -would feave only
ane hole in the jacket nearly six inches
from the top of the collar. And even ifit
were somchow possible, this would stift
leave the problem of the shiet. Would
4 buttoned shirt hike and. bunch in
this maaner, that i rise in such 2
way that a point nearly six inches below
the top of the collar would at that mo-
ment be at neck level, and not be doub-
ted  over? (Commission Exhibit 397,
17:45. has an autopsy chart showing the

Julh:( in the back, ot the reck.)

iven it onc could somehow connect
the holes in the jacket and ihe shirt
with 2 wound in the neck (and § doubt
it  can be done), the original prob-
lem remains: the tine-intenval on Lap-
ruder’s pictures between Kennedy's be-

“ing wounded and Connally’s being hit
. As we have scen, - the Commission bas

to hold 10 the theory that the Ciover-
wor was hit at the same tiee as the
President,  but that  his foaction was
Jelared. The pitures, howeser,  del-
iniety show him without notiveabte reac-
tion wihen Kennedy had  alicadv beea

o .
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wald's ritte through aty sabstance be-

came mashed, untike pristine No 399,
which is suppeeed to have gone through
iwo human bodics, and have smashed
Connally's rib, waist and cnterad his
femur. Commission Eehibit 858 (17

851). a photograph taken during tosts

Ssponsorad by the Comumission, shows a

bullet firad from Oswalld's gun through
a skult fillad with gelatin The bulict is
quite distorted. There is no evidence
that the Commission could obtsin any-
thing k¢ pristing No. 399 in amy ol its
tests.

Third. no cne hpows  near whose
sretcher No. 399 was found. It was
found by a Mr. Tomlinxen. when he ad-
justed two stretchers blacking an cniranee
to & men's room. At this sage of our
knowladge of the vase ncither M.
Tomlinson, nor anyore  cise. Loows
which stretchee the buliet came from,
nor whose stretchers those were, act
whether cither Rennedy  or Connally
was over on cither one of them. ‘There
is no factual basis whatever for the
Commission’s claimy that the ballet was
on Conaally's stretcher. The ¥8t had
carticr said it was Keanedys suetcher.
Temlinson just did not know and re-
fused to guess (6:128-34) There were
other patients in the hospital.  The
steetcher might have  come from up-
stairs ot might- have come from the
emergensy  section. The Commission
made no cfiort to track Jdowa what
happened 1o both Keanah's sad Con-
nallvs stretchers, so they really  have
no ovidense as to which stretchers may
be st b, Amone could have ‘en-
tered the hospital, 1o was tult of -news.
men.  spetators, Secret ServRe men,
FBt men, and, acconding to the man-

agement, the place was 2 madhouse.
Tr. amn ax mwer w emnnit by 3 very eeliable

What They Are Saying About

-+ the documentation in this wolume

“Even the most sheptival vyt @ .
;_‘le’r:ul( (0 toss avide. I tact e [ LS\ h"s:i_\ w mahe belicvers cut of maay
wio pow totally doubt cven e permaeer posibility that Unidentilicd Flying
Ooects are interplagetary rnvadens. :

.. R Aa? mian Fra
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rewsman., ﬂc.h l\amvr of S‘.npp\ How. “Thiv BOOL sHOUYY BC 3 MIUSE 101 811 tivieme w o AV tetesnes b atem e en. .
those whoswe minds now Ll to accept the wlea, for they mav alter their npmvom

after the arguments are proesented in dd.‘ul photographs shown and case his-

SUECK, LI 3 L1cas o e
he heard the firt shot G l'k tallet
traveled much faster than the spoad of ard. that Jack Ruby wac there (hut this
sound?, fooked for its source 1o the nEit s demad by Ruby and qrongiv doubted

and to the left, and dien Wik steech. The by the Commission ). torics outlined.” )
Commission has to have him oblivious Fourth, when. fate on November 22, . — Carnden Courier-Post
to the woundifig for about a second. the bulict was turned .over to the st e
while he is lookipg., evea though his  expert. Robert Frazier, it didn't nced e ) N .
tilth rib “was simfhcd and his wrint an;' cleaning  (3:428-29).  Wecirherg _F“ ‘h‘_"‘ who have never read any serious book ca Umdcn'l‘uf:cd Flying
shattered, and even though he stated makes a great fuss about this, claime- Objects, this well-rescarched volume by Frank Ldwards is a must!” N
positively that whea hit. "he felt some-  ipg that somecbody mwst have cleancd -~ Niami News
thing slam into his back. the bullet carlier and thereby  destroyed

A ' “valuable evidence. However, the history “There has beeo a vital need for this particutar book. It informs, it enlightens,
TNE FROBLEM OF whéther the Com-  of No. 399 does not indicate that any- but it does not scare. ‘Flying Saucers — Scrious Business' is carcfully docu-
mission theory is at all possible fint  body ever cleaned it that day. and thus mented, reasoned and convincing!™ — Tulsa World
turns on whether Kennedy was hit in that it. may never have been dirty or ) .
the acck of the back. A vimple factuat  soiled. - o . . .
matter like shis “should be definitely All af these poiats indicate not only “Edwards has succecded in raising some serious questions on the Pentagon's

honesty and/or intelligence in its dealings with lhc mass of UFO sightings by

asertainable. But the Commission did that No. 299 can hardly have done the
not cxamine the photos or N-rays of the  remarkable things the Commission claims
autopsy, and it remains unclear where it did. but that there is rio .evidence at
these are now to be found. fastead the  aff that it did these things, or came off
Commission ‘makes bullet No. 399 the  Connalv’s stretcher, or ever wat in
Lev. ¥ the bullet fell out of Connally  Governor Connally's bedy, T will- suggest

credible observers. Exciting reading.” — Newsday

“FLYING SAUCERS — SERIOUS BUSINESS™ by Frank Edwards is available
at boohhopt everywhere. Get your cops today.

after traversing the two victims, then the  preseatly an explanation for it fea- If your local bookshap can’t suppl) you, use the coupoa below to order dircct-
Commission could claim, in seventeenth-  tures. At this point, | should only like ly from the publisher
century theological style. that it it hap- 1o siress that No. 399 is a very shaky

o pened, it must be possible, reed ea which 0 base the one-bullet hy- S eeseeeeiestisattittenerretttettaritittsnreianersabeserartttsesenstetsentas

Late Stuart, Inc.

237 Park Avenue Sevth. New York, N.Y, 10003
I oanclose 595, Please send & coor of Fraex Edwardy’ "FLYING SAUCERS-SERIOUS

BUSINESS™ 30 me postpaid and by return mail,

But bullct No. 399 raises all sorts of  pothesis. To argue that it happened and
problews.  First, almost  all -of  the therefore is possible is not persuasive
the medical experts, including iwo of  here. since no one knows what had_ hap-
the Kcnnedy autopsy doctors, held that pened 10 No. 399 before it was found.

No. 399 could not have dene ali the - My name i
damage to Governor Connally, et alone \V HiLE THE KLASONS for doubting the streer, tpiease print)
Wanasdvr  Number 399 had lot only “official” theory are becoming much -

'Cdy ' State: e

S4snusannencancntnnes

2 i i stimated odiginal . stronger, s uwltimate defense is now
albout 2.5 grains of its estimate Lnd irong ! ; .A.w send me Ine foilowing books Oy Frank Edwards for which | excicse saditional payment

. s - 1 ~ 5 in’s -
weight, and more. than 3} grains of {rag- crumbling  besause  of . Epstein’s e P STRANGE PEOPLE 3495 () STRANGER THAN SCIENCE 3095 () STRANGE I

ments were cither still in Connally or had searches. I hus accoant of h.ow th'c i woRLo s

been recovered from his body. {Satan- Commission aod its staff functioned is Se(New Yerx State residents slease enciese aosrosrisie sales far. The fax fur New Yerk Cify

dria's article in The \tinority of One correct {and he scems to have the evie Z1t 30c for FLYING SAUCERS — SERIOUS BUSINESS and 15 for each of the oiher """"",5
B ¢ o . . - . » 3

. L s o g the Commission did not : :

examines this in full detail and pro-  deace), then the P U SO

vides all of the pertinent references.) da an adequate invéstigative job, and
Sccond, other bullets shot from Os did aot weigh ali of the data carctully. . - '
. - 13
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) through s woek. The Com-
ots and o of the watf were
e who had sxultivicot tine to
1 their task. The Commission
finveéstigative sttt ol ity own,
ew overworiad lawyery in 2
gt time had w0 iaterview and
gndreds of sitmeses. The Com-
t‘u.\s inundazad with so many
s that po o person had
jmiﬂcf them 2t The pressure
dfick report made careful delib-
bf The prodiesss 2od issucs al-
Jpxmib!c, Firallv. the Report
iften and rewndtm and rewrits
Haste, with eviienve marshailed,
ided meaner, w0 make a lawe-
el for e offial”  theory.
;i: stalf mesaher. Lieheler, wrote
Jy-six-page  CTHtNuQ,
1 the holes in s case, haoles
Jd have givea a lawyer for the
4 ficld day. and that have beea
pe ground for the critics.
§'s axount ©o looger allows
reputativn of e Commission-
hke up for e Jeficiencies of
e, After Fasoem it will be
holicve the Commission ‘served
k& well. Iatesd of ending all
s, they sot o sage for a
more servas, era of specula-
ey bhave dumagad contidence
shes and i any public hody
1 undertake o evamine facts
Libilities adout the Jdeath of
Kennady. '
o enitice have il tailed to st
Mense for a acanter-theory in
Mt way.  tWMordarg does <o
radically.} “OR soairse the “single

showing’

Approved for Release: 2025/12/29 C00381778

tons, and aifidavies cleven really bul-

Ly ones (arcadd WO pages apicce) cons

win documents and exhibits, The raw
data appear i whaanes NVI-XXVI. The
Jocuments are ¢ pooperly indexed of
identified. There i sn index of wit-
acses who tesandd, of the names of
documents (e Saneyfelt 6, Commis-
sion Exhibit 1215} acd where they are
jatroduced in % tetimony  fand vol-
wmes XXIEXNVE cvatain material not
introduced, indating some of the most
important  Taw aah. The tables of
contents are wea mt very helptul in
finding things. And o index s given for
the _contenis W o dwunients.! Tod of-
ten the documents 272 reproduced poor-
ly. sometinis a'sgdhy, omctimes  in-
completely, sometias redundantly. There
is a bewildenng ~vikviion of junk, as
well as the most tavough hind of re-
search of some poeae, amd a great many

aary 10 acteally clean blond or tissue
off of the bultet™ (3:428-29),

W HAT OIMER INOSSIBILITY 1S THERE?
The Commismion paer seems 10 have
comidered the possibility that the bullet
was planted. Yet in view of evidence
concaning No. 399 it is an entirely rea-
sonable hypothesis that the bullet had
pever heen in a human body, and
could harve been placed  on One of
the sretchérs. 1 this possibility  had
been comideéred, thea the Commission
might have realizad that wome of .the
“evidence might be “ake” and could
have bheen  detiberately  faked.  Bullel
No. 399 plays a most impodtant role in
the case, since it firmly Jinks Oswald’s
ritle with the assassination. At the time
wien the planting could have been
done, it was not known if any other
ballistivs evidence survived  the  shoot-

N N pproved for Release: 2025/12/29 C00381778
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ever <aw the bag, Frazier and his sis-
ter. described a bag around 27-28 inch-
<. whercas the found bag is 38 inches
long. Both Frazier and his sister de-~
serived it by rcferting to its positioa
when Owwald carried it, its appcarance,
and where it was located in the carg
all these gave results of around 27
inches. (The longest part of Oswald's
rifle. when disassembled, is 34.8 inch-
e} Owald is described as fint care

not dragging it on the ground; later he
is said 1o have carricd it cupped in
his hand. and tucked in his armpit.
Both Jescriptions are  applicable  only
o a hag approsimately 27 inches long.
(IF Qswald, who was five foot nine, had
carricd 2 38-inch bag cupped in his
hand. it would have extended above his
shoulder to ear level, a fength that Fra-
zier might have heen expected to remem-
ber.) Despite serious ciforts to get Fra-
zier and his sister fo change their esti-
mate of the bag's size, they stood fast;
and when one of them made a bag for
the Commission that was supposcd to ap-
provimate the original, it turned out to
bhe about 27 inches long (24:408). The

‘rying the hag with his arm dowe. and ;=
(s

Commission nonetheless  decided Fru-"‘"‘j

icr and his sister were correct abouit
seeing Oswald with the bag, but incor-
sect in their description of it

A further fact is that on the night of
the 22nd, when Frazier first described
the bag and estimated its size {about
2 fect), he was given a lie detector test
which showed “conclusively that Wesley
Frazier was truzhful, and  the  ftacrs
stated by $razier in bis aftidavit were

true™ (24:293). When (hwald entered
the binkliog, o one saw hiny with tho

i
-




s .review of Epstein’s book sated
jaty 3, “but no othes  cxplianation
cn any seanse.” M owe are to give up
wiiwial evplanation, what cun we
iy its place? A two-assasain  the-
A conspitacy? H so, what Gid
en? What role did Oswald play?
can the hard facts he accounted
As Kacbel guotes Alten  Dutlles,
icy've found aoother assawin, let
y  hame names and produce  theic
sace.” .
ptortunately one has only the wwen-
s voluates of data o work with,
fmost of his was collected cither
dterence to the theory fist Oswakd
e lone assassin, oF G buttress
ihcor)-. Clues that might help spec-
wiw are few and far bheiween, For
e, there are  indications in the
erials supplied by the Dallas police
£ ather suspects were arrested on Na-
u’hct 22, 1963, but except tor Molina,
o was aot invalved, they are never
‘rIliiicd. We learn that shonly before
:'a\ws‘sinzuion sonicone had an <pi-
wie fit in lront of the Book Deposi-
v, and that this caused much coniu-
o and  commotion. Right alter ihe
sting,  the  Dallas Polive  rushed
aeone  over 10 Parkland Howpital 10
wt out about this, But we don’t learn
sether it was a diversion or a genu-
s illness, whether it was significant
M), A podage-due pascel arrived for
é Owalds in Irving on November 20
(21, but we never fino out what it is.
it is a clue (23:420).

A f 1HE PRESENT STAGE, any countee-
;vl;m.-uion has 10 cest alwiost entirely
» the material available in the 1wenty-
v volumes and these are  extremely
tlicult o work with, Fiffeen of the
duaes comist  of testimony.  deposis

4
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T a coincidence (17:465, 22:559 and
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discrepancics that are never explained
or accounted tor. Having been ithrough
the twenty-six solwmes twice, J think
enough discrepancies exist to provide the
hase bones of a vountertheory based on
w0 sort of materiab: 1irM, evidence that
some of the “othenal evidence™ is not
what it scems 10 bey and second, un-
evplhained  cvidence  wiggesing  that
some  sort of comspiraey involving or
relating 10 Owwahl existed "as fur back
as Oswald's departure for Mesico, and
was jntensified from  carly November
until at least November 22,

That something more was going on
than the Commission belicved is, € think,
indicated hy 1m0 crucial  pieces
of evidence, bullet Nu. 399 and the
brown papee bag. Bullet No. 399 is dis-
tinctly odd and unusual. If it cannot have
done the dumage that occurred to Con-
nalfy, what is it? It may have come from
Kennedy's hody (i the ta's report of
what the ddctors originally thought is
true). But it has no sigas even of that,
*The 1m expert waid, “H wasa’t pecese

'An independentty  prepared  index by
Sylvia Meagher has been published by
Scarecrow  Presse 257 Park Avenue
South, New Yok,

ing. But, cortanly, the pristine bullet,
delimitely araveable 10 Oswald's Car-
vano, wonhl have warted a chase for
amd puraiit of Osaald i nothing cfse
had,  amd would  have  made  him
4 prime  sospet,

Another picce of evidence that seems
0 be something  ditferent  from  what
the Commission supposed is the brown'
paper bag foumd on the sixth floor of
the Book Depository. This is the bag
that, according to the Commission, was
made by Owall on the night of No-
veather M-22 at frving, and used by
lim to bring the ritle into the Book
Depository. Av Weisberg neatly shows
(Whitewash, pp. 15.23), these are prob- .
lems with alt the information ubout the
hag. First of all. both Marina Oswald
and Wesley  Praziee (who drove Os-
wild 10 Isving) report that he hud goth-
ing with him on the evening  of tbc,,
2 Q4408 30d Marina's interview on
November 2X). *The Commission was
sufticiendy worried on this point 10 re-
cull Fraziee and 10 ask him if at tome
carhier time Oswali had p;.npcr with
him, to which he amwered, “No"
(7:531), o

Neat,  the only  two  people  wheo

D R e B N R TR T

sated that he carried nothing, wlthaesgly
a long bag should have been notices
whle 6. 176.77),

Tm NENE JHING KNOWN s that & hag
AR wmches fong was found near the no-
Wi uvthesloor window,  This’ hag
was made from paper and gummed
tape, i the budding, B has four very
noticeable Tolds, bt no indication of
having heen held on the top, as Frag-
ier's sivter saw it It has one identifie
able  tngerpring aad one identifiyhle
palw peint, both Owald's. Ahn, as the
1Rr evpert, Cadigun, testified. it con
tained wae chemical o physical evidence
of ever having contained a rifte, No
wib o nifle debris, no distinetive murks of
the aitic’s focation in it (4:97). Avked
W ovonment oo the absence of marhe,
Cadigan saide L L if the gun was jn
the bag. perhaps it wasn't moved oo
nuwh.” But the Frarier-Randie deseripe
tom show it had been moved a gomd
deal.  Resides being  carried, it was
haunced around on. the back seat of Fra-
rice's var,

The tinal problem, which only Weise
hery seeas 1o have noticed, is that,
Meending o expert  testimony, the
fouml bag is pue together with tape
from the Book Depository's dispenser,
cut by this machine, The machine op-
erator, Mr, West (6:356-63), indicated
he was always at the machine and
never aw Oswald use it. But, and this

s crucnl, tape could only be removed

from and cut by the dispenser if it
Were wer. The tipe came out of the
dispaiser dampened’ by a sponge. Os.
wald could ondy have gotten dry tape
UL ot it by JNsmantling the muachine,
hut hea it would nog have been cut
by the “machine. So the conclusion
W W be that Oswald removed

The New York Review
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‘W oquestioniing by the ERE and Comnine

s lawserss The evidenve soean to me
wargelling that there was a savoad Ose
wikl that his presence was heing
foeved on people’s notice, and that he
pavad A role on November, 22, 1903,

It we tahe the cases at face salue--
muople saw someone who lookad  tike
okl used Oswalds pame, had Ok
walls life and family—~then how are
Ny to be explained?

I SUGATST  THAT the duphicatnvn had
a cructal part in the events of Navember

L2 Savuad Oswald was an exectient shat,

el Mhanakd was not. Read Oswalds role
was te be the prime sinpect chased by
e police, while second Oswald, one of
e asassins, eovld vanish as Worrell
oa) CUraig saw hiay do, It the crime

Cw orevonstructed in this way. st of

e puecles and discrepancies can be
aave plausibly explained.

Oswald, the methodical  compirator,
aoes to Ieving on November 21, carry-
irg oothing. He returns on November
2 with a package, about 27 iaches

eg attracting the attention ‘of  Fraz-

sr and his sister. The package vanish-
e by the time he enters the bwlding,
Onaald and second Oswald arrive sep-
acacely. Sinoe Oswald docsn’t talk muach
1w povple, second Oswall can eaily

seatet undetected. Previomdy, or that day,

wxe of them has brought the gua im0
v~ bSuilding: How?  Two  intriguing
Geeails suagest that this may aot have
Nea a problem. Fisst, according 1o
Merina, when Oswald went off 1o shaot
Gereral Walker, he left without the ris
o and reterned  withowt i, He had

worztad it in aidvance and atersands.
<o Re mav have knowa how (o du this,
Soaend, a day or two befare the wsasin-

° Srts Rt Reuaeht twa attes

tloor window, either to edablinh andher
vlue, or o make antangements toe the

. shooting, of both. (There is & set of
ML unidentitind prints oa the  Dawes

126:799-800), and all of the cmplovees,
police, and FRL, wha ochad them have
been  climinated)  Ohnald  <cemis  to
have spent & very nanmal morning at

the Book Deponitaey, and was seen:

working on varioex oot He -aked,
someone  which way e parade was
coming, as if W indieate that ke was
hardly concernad. Aroand ooon Oswald
told people he was qwviog o have hanch,
After that the nevt we Anow of Rim s
that right after the shonting he was sween
in the lunchroom, in complere calm,
about to bay some swda pop,

f\ 230 0k 12:30, YuE SHOOVNING bee
g and was of avreme aceuney, fae
heyond anyvthing ot achiosed with Ose
wald's ritle. Many of thae present ia
the immadiate arca thought that the
tirst shot at least came from the kool
area bevoad  the Book  Depaository,
Sonie even saw <awhe from this snea
(ceven though the Repovr cliims there
is no credible evikende of shots from
any place except 1be Baok Depository,
It depends on what ane coasders crad-
ible). So, in heeping with the evidenve,
let us suppaose that at least one shot
cante from the Anodle (This might acs
count for the thrast wouad that lookad
hike an cotrance wound o the Dallas
doctors) Some wihers apparzaily came
fram the BodX Deponitory. I these in-
clude Kennadys dack wound. Connal-
Iy's  wounds.  and  Kennedv's
“\)llﬂ\]ﬁ. the marksman was
cent at hitiing moveee aests, Yt
wald’s rifle could tot be aimed  as
curately, and may nsot hanve been wsad
at alll Strange as it ey seem, a0 ong
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Fifty-one of the

‘‘One of 1the spring’s biggest
books- physically, and intellectu-
ally a8 welll™ — Wi LlAM HOGAN,
Sau Francisco Chyvanicle

*“A sclection of some of the maga. ’

zine’s best ‘articles written by
some of the era’s shrewdosry
minds: Siduey Hook, Lionct “Crill-

~ing. Edonmdd Wilson, George Lich-

theim, Daniel Belh, The boek also
stontains o sanpling ol hort storics
(Sanl -itellow, Bernard Malamud,
Wallie Maskticldy which invari-
ably cerry a4 sodiad message.*—=Time

*One can scarcely open the book
without encountering a fresh idea
or an old one in new perspective.”

sosanass serircay, Chicaga

best articles and stories
- that appeared in
Commentary Magazine

between 1945 and 1965

*A truly exciting, timaloss anthel-
ogy ..-4 bk hoth to be read and
treasuresl, '~ ALERED BALK, Saturda:
Review

""$o many of the contributions ex-
hibit breadth ond vitality ... The
conttibinors do not capitulate, b
Giction, literary criticism and per
senal eminiscence, they exploie
intensely personal maodes of resis
Lance 1o 4 crass Society.” — PETI¥
tainkrer, The Nation

“Commentury is gencrally rezog-
nited as having the groatest so-
éiol celévance of any review ir
America. .. Soveral magazines have

- hionghit et such anthologies, 71.-

Conumentery Reader is the fatte
of the lot, and in smine ways th:
most i ificant."—ROBFRT (ORHA®




orrns e
ity the building, and Moo Troly, the
raanaget of the Book Depoutory, was
playiog with one of them, amnng st out a
window (7:380.82), None of the cmploy -
ces ncntioned this in their e Hmony,
and it oaly came to the attention of
the "Commission  because o 4 report
that Oswwald had mentioncd it in one of
hiv  intcFrOgation  sessions. The aoiher
employees just had not noticed. ¢In Dal-
1>¢, guns ‘are so comman that on any-
day except the 22nd of November one
could prohably have carticd one any-
where.)

Owald makes the bag that was Jater
found. As we hive seen, the only wits
pessey who saw the, original . bag were
foth adamant and cogent in imsisting
that it was not farge cnough fo lave
held the gun: and the only witness who
ww Oswald enter the building denied hie
carricd @ bag at all. By making a larger
hug. Oswald creates an importa, if
confusinig, clue. it connects him with the
crime, helps to make hind the prime sus-
pect. At some time Oswald and secomd
Oswald move several boxes to the siathe

1o be back at Red Bird Fickd on Sun-
day. January did not believe that they
could offord the flight. Privately, he
suspected  that they might want to hi-
jstk his planc and go on to Cuba. He
decided not to rent them the plane cven
if they turned up with the moacy before
the flight. o

“He never saw the three peaple aganin,
Bt oa Friday when he saw Oswald
on TV he was certain he had acen
him before. Then he remembered the
young man sitting in the front seat of
the car and was convinced that it had
heen Oswald.” :

July 28, 1966
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cver chechaad to see i thwala e e
fad boea wsad that day, amd no one
seported  the sncll of  gunpowder on
the sinvth (lowr, i he three shefls found
neaf  the wadnw are odd i
that™the "1 m repeietéd: they had mark-
ings indicating they had been loaded
twice, and possibly loaded aice in an-
other gua (26:439), (Weisherg has some
very interesting and infriguing  discus-
sions about this. about the boxes and
the conflicting informatien about  their
arcangement, and about  the ponvitions
from which the hooting could have
been done (rom the Book Depository
window. all imdicating that the event
could not have taken plice as sur-
mised by the Warcen Connnission.) Al
W, some of those who saw i second Os-
wald at the shouting  fange, reported
that he collected the cjected shelle af-
ter they tlew out. and put them away.
(The tat avcumulated alt the 6.5 shells
they conld find in the Dudlas arca
and none  was  drom Oswalds  gon
126:6001) Certainly, if -ihe marksman
wanted 10 avoid detection, he would
have collected the shells. I he had
wanted Oswalt's gun implicated, he
would have left them where they fell.

It is an intcresting point that no evi-
Jdence ever  turned up about  anyone,
anywhere, wlling Oswwald  ammuaition,
The vary few in Dallas who handied
these shells had not, 1o their know-
ledge, dealt with him (26:62-64). The
rifie was ot sold to him with any
ammunition. And, as Weisbery stresses,
na rifle shells were foumd in his pos-
iewion, or n his cffecs. If second
Oswald did the shooiing, he could have
had  additonat  shells. A confederate
could have baught them in Datlas or
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clsewhere, There is a report that Os-,

wald bought ammunition in Fort Worth
on Nouvember 2 (24:704), but Owald
was in leving tnat day. So this may
have been another uappearance of sec-
ond Oswald. But there is no data what-

| ever that Oswald cver had any rifle

anuntiniticn (the shell fired at General
Wialker was unideatitiabled

Further, there were no  fingerprinis
on the surisce of tie rifle, on the
shells, or en the remaining bullet in
Oswald’s rifle. The famous palm print
was old, and on a part of the rifle only
expined when  disassembled.t According
to the Commission, this ritle had to be
assembled that day, loaded with foue
bullets, tired rapidly, and hidden, with-
out uny fingerprints appearing on it
If they were wiped away by Oswald,
when, and with what? According to the
Commission’s time  schedule, he had
barely enough tiune to hide the gun
and get downstairs, ft he loaded and
fired while wearing gloves, where ase the
gloves?  Second  Oswald solves  these
problems. He could have wiped every-

thing or wora gloses, since we have

no inventory of his cffects, and he
had ample time. The palm print shows
that Oswald ar some time handied the
rifle. Nothing shows who handled it ca
November 22, 1963, the niost interesting
day in the rifle’s career.

Another poinl of soime interest is the
connection between the batlistics evi-
dence and Oswald's ritfe. The shells
had ween in Oswald’s pun. Bullet No.

|

199 (the one found in Farkland Hospi-
wl) had been in Oswalid’s  gua The
mashed fragments (Comn sion Fahibits
RGBT it SGOL VT watcly up

ase
the
ot
the

joined  the throug looking for an
sassin o he. plus gun, gt into
trunk of & car. Cars were moving
of the parking kot very 000 after
shooting. Unlortunately, tor simplicity®s
sake, this requures two additional ac-
complices, one a shooter amd one a
driver. But it provides an emy way
for someone to disappear  from the
scene right atter the firing.

Some corrobatation of this possihility
recemtly appearad in the Phitadelphia
Inquirer o June 27, 1966, in an inter-
view with Mr. SM. Holland, who had
previowdy  reported seing smoke  rite
from the kool arca ut the time of the
shooting: ’

Backed up against the {picket] fence,

says Holland, were a station: wagon

and a sadan. The ground  was
muddy and . . . there were two

muddy matks on the humper of the
station wagon, as il sonicone had

ooal ‘R7 Ant

cah. He imisted on riding in front with
the driver (s0 he could be scen, per-
haps), got off a few Mlocks from his

rooming  house, and wathed  there
(another  indication  of  his lack of
haste). He rushed into the house, went

inte his room; and cmerged 3 few
sinutes later,

Mis. Farlene Roberts, the housekeep-
¢r, feported two interesting facty: one,
that while Oswald was in his foom
{mound 1 pan), a police car pulied
up in tront of the house and honked,
waited 1 bit, and thea drove otf; the
other that when Oswald lelt, he stood
by the bus stop in lront of the house
{the bus that stopped there went back
1o downtown Dallas) for “several min-
weyt (22160 and  26:165). Oswald
claomed he went to his room to change
clothes and to get his revoher. (One
of the nuiny oddities of that amazing
day is that when Oswakl was ariested
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fication the ballistics cxpert had to infer
how the pictures would match if the frag-
ments  had " not been  distorted. Only
good ofd No. 399 really matches up
(Commission Exhibit $66, 17:255), Bul-
fets fired trom Oswald's rifle into any-
thing scem to mash and shatter very ease
ily. Were it not foe the marvelous discove
ery of No. 399, there nught hive been
quite a job connecting Oswalds gua
with the remains atter the firing.

AI 1ER THE SHOOTING, what happencd?
On my théory there were two assassins,
plus Oswald, the saspect. Assassin one
was on the hnolll asassia two, second
Oswild, was on the sinth floor of the
Book Depository. o spite of all the
cye- and car-withesses who heard shoot-
ing from the kooll and saw smoke
there, what 1 beliese bas Kept reason-
able people from belicving anyone shot
from there, besides the pompous deniuld
of the Warren Commission, is that the
sheritf's men and the police swarmed
into. and over this area immediately
and found nothing. Anyone holding a
counter-theory to the Warren Commis-
sion’s, and “accepling the cvidence of
at least one shot trom the knoll, is
obliged tu give some explanation of
how this might have ovcurred unob-
served.

When § visited )
crime, the ideal place for ihe shot to
have come trom sccmed 1o be the
parking 1ot on the top of the hnoil.
It has a picket tenee. pertect for rest-
ing the gun upon, 1t can't be seen from
the overpiss. A shot or shots fired
from there would got the right angles
to conform to the medical cvidence
.and the piciures. Then what became
of the gunman® [ submit he cither
put the gun in the truak of a car and

the swene of the .

stoad there to look over the fence.
The tootprints ted to the sedan and
ended. )

“I've often wondered,” says Hol-
Land, it a pun could have climbed
into the trunk of that car ad pulled
the lid shut oa himsclf, then some-
one else have driven it away Luter.”
As to the two Oswalds, we know that

one, probubly Lee Harvey, was seca
on the sevond fleoe at about a minute-
and-a-halt afiec the shooting, by Po-
liceman Haker and Mr. Truly. One,
described  with dlifferent  clothes, was
scen by an employce, Mrs. Keid, a
few moments later holding a coke and
moving in the direction of the front
exit, Oswakl Two left by the rear
(observed by Worrell), hid until  his
ride arrived, raced down to the frecway
(vbserved by Deputy  Sherif{  Craig),
was picked up, and disappeared. The
real Ovwald went on a strange journey,

Aeaving a wide trail, taking a bus {rom

several  blocks  away  (and -taking a
transtee he didn't need), exiting from
the bus a few minutes fater, walking
10 the railroud  station, and taking 4
cab. I he hud really wanted to vanish
rather than ‘be lull'owcd, he had ample
opportunily to disuppear into the mob
in downtown Duilas, 10 take u train,
0 go' 1o the movies, or anything. At
the raitraad station, he was in 0o great
hurry. He even offered a lady  his
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“he had on him a payroll sud from

the Amcrican Bakery Co. dated August

1060, 4 periocd when Oswald was io

Rinsia, The studb turnad out 10 have
aothing o do with Cwald, but to be-
long 10 someons clse .who lived at the
same address where Gswald once had
ned. Maybe Oswald  was  collecting
misleading data in case he was ares
tosted [22:178 and 26:542)0) He then
apparently. walked to the place where
the covounter with policeman Tippit oc
curred. The physical evidence about the
times involved indicates it judt might
barely be possible for Oswald to have
made this odyssey,

Tur HPPIT  AFFAIR is  puzsling. [t
wems out of keeping with Oswald's
valin, maflappable  character, that he
would have shot Tippit on the spur of
the moment. It seems odd that Tippit
wonld have stopped a sispect. He was

“unimaginative, and had shown 6o real

witiative in all kis years on the force, as
evidenced by his failure 10 get a pro-
motion in thirteen years, It is hard to
beltipme that, on the basis ol a vague
description which must have titted at
least several thousand males in Dallas
that day, Tippit would bhate stopped
Onald far away from the scene of
the crime. Few other sinpects were
siepped in gl of Dallas, althouch the
city  contained thousands  of  white

The New York Review
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males aged thirty, § foot 9, weighing
around 165 pounds (which dewription
docan’t fit Osawald, wha was twenty-four
and weighod much lew),

The legal evideme that Qhwald shot
Fippit i prenty bad, and a good de-
feme  Lawver might have provented a
comviction.? None of thase present could
offer any explanation foe what happen-
ol Il Owald did the shooting, as
1 oam inctined o bebieve, what
be Wi reason? 10 Tippit sas suspicions
of Oswald, Oswald bad all <orts of Take
(AL 3. Hadell) identitication on hiny to
satisdy the none-too-bright Tippit, 11 On-
wakl was trving 1o disppean. shooting

conild

Tippit in . broad dartight would hasdly -

seemt to he o oway of accomplishing that.
1 should Hike to suggest an explam-
tian of the Tippit affair with seference
to some of the abave poias. I Os-
wald's role was o become the prime
anpect, he did his job weil. Within an
hour he had become the priocipal per-
son sought by the police, independent
of the Tippit murder. If this was a con-
APIFacy, and Owald had his role gug
sispect, how was he to get away? The
two asassins are rescued right away. O
wald goes off o his own to his rooming
house.  Just then -a polive car arrives.
“wWhat hetter get-away than a police car,
fake o real? (As it happens, the Report
mentions the fact that old Dallas police
cars had been sold o private individu-
al ) Oswald misses his ride, looks for i
st the has stop, and then saits up the
strect ooking tor it Tippit comes along
dowly, Oswald thinks it is biv ridd,
and  approaches  the car. Tippit has
had 4 confrontation with second  Os-
wald at the Dubbs Howse on Novem-
ber 20, recogniees hime and -stops

gre him o lecture on goud bebasior,
A monumental mibuadentanding  thea
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aammath  police * scarch for Oswald,
whie the others could vanish, The con-
flicting data, duc to the two Owalds,
would confuse the search. Ovaald pre-
wnably  had some  get-away  planned,
o that he, oo, would” disappear. Then,
possibly, as Fidet Castro suggesied in
his analysis of November 29, 1963, all
of ‘Owalds fake Cuban activities would
lead to cries that Oswadd had fled to
Cuba (26430, .

The Tippit aifaic and the arrest in
the movie theater are all that went
awry, 11 am right that the Tippit
atfaie was an it abw led to
the arrest by getling a large  group
of policemen into the area searciiing
for Oswald, Ouly if he wanted to be
arrested can [ beline that the Tippit
shoating  was  deliberate, It certainly
would make it harder, i pot impossi-
ble, for Oswald cver to get released
fromn ju'l.

I Oswalds role was to attract all
sispicion. while nat being an actual
awassin,  his  behavior in prison  cer-
taindy fits this. Marina claimed at one
point that he wanted a page i-history. 1
w, and if he hiad dong it he would hase
ga'ned fasting Fame and shame by pro-
claiming  his achievemenis, Instead he

aceident,

calmly insistedon his innovence, and

contended that “as soon as he got his
Jawser it would be  estabtished. The
police, the rm. and the Seeret Service
were all amazed by his sang-froid and
his continual prolesttions of ianocence.
His brother Robert tells os thut Lee
assured him of his innocence and told
him not to badieve the “wo<alled evi-
dence™ (16:90).

Ithe plot was s 3 have suggested,
Oswald played “his role well. The po-
tiee chised him and  founa. him,  and
ignored aft other clues, suspects, and
powibilities. The second Owald datd
wanht  srohablv have made il eye-

'

i
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occul:\. and O g MRIICINY reaen
Pit realizes what ha been going
Henee, he shaating,

Owald then disappears for half an
hour.  and wysCriously  reappears
across the sreet from the Tevas Thea-

g
vy

" tre. Becawse he didn't buy a ticker, he

auracts  aitention  and BCls  arrested.

Tnu ONLY OTHER CRUCIAL event in this
early  post-assassination period was the
finding of hullct No., 399, Ay 1 bave al-
rFeady dndicated, bullet No, 399 was -
sential i connecting Owald's 2ua with
the assassination. I it was never tired
through a hwman bady, “then sonicane
had 10 ke it 10 Packland Honpital
sidd plant it The deseriptions of the
chaos in the hospital indicate that al-
most anyane could have walked in and
placed the bullet where it was found.
One of the conspirators could have left
bullet No, 399 on a bloody stretcher,
trusting it was Keanedy's or Connally's,
Buflet No. 399 would again lead (0 mak-
ing Oswald a suspect. The various clues,
‘the shells, the browe paper bag, "Ose
wald’s prints on the boxes, the ntle,
bullet’ No. 399, Oswald's absence from
the Book Depository, would alf fead wa

¥The only witness to the shooting itself
was Mis, Markham, whose testimony
was strongly doubted by some of the
Commission Lawyers, Miny of those who
identificd Oswald as being on the seene
bad aleeady scen pictures of him in the
press. or .on television. The  cartridgs
caws found at the scene came from Os.
wald's pistol but could not be linked t2
the bullets in Tippits by, There are
conflicting reports  about what  teok

ploce, as well as many other tosettled
problems.

July 28, 1966
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witness ‘t‘\i\k‘ll\\‘ RN Al e
fess, ESomehay dig B W e trouble
of making hat the i Rpew
about 4 second O atd M caling on No.
vemher 24th  and telhng them  about
the tag in the Ining Sports Shop.)
Exeept for the Tippit episade, Oswald's
subsequent  armest and Jack Ruby's
shoating, it might hme heen 2 perfect
plot. Nobody  could place Ozwald ar
the scenie of the crime. What ik Bren-
WS poor (ostimony worth, especially
it there was a wecond Nwald) The
papee bag would have heen worthles
as a clue, espevially it o bags were
intraduced.  Oswald mav  well have
waited in the lunchroom untit Buaker
amnd Truly tirned up, and then thought
he had a solid alibi. The pantad evi-
dence of a second Oswald™s movements
world  have raised reasonable  doubts,
by showing that another ovonstruc-
tion of the crime was and i possible.

e

M Y RECONSTRUCTION 18, of cvurse, no
more than a powibitity, bt untike the
Commission theory, it fits punh of e
hnown data, and requires fewee mira-
cles o highly unlikely evenrs. Since
second Oswald was an excellent shot,
my theory makes the skiliful marks-
manship  plausible. By having  wwo
assassins, this  theory  fits  the testis
mony of the majority of the odwervers
that - least the firt shot came from
the knofl. The theory does not require
the dismissal of all of the poople who
aw second  Oswald as mistaken, po
matter how  much  corrodocatioa they
have. The theory acvounts for  buliet
No. 399 and s role, and it offers some
explanation for the Tippit affair.

|
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The Commission has had to reort
to cvremes to make the onc-assassin
theory possible, and has had to select
some  of tiie weakest evidence  and
“weakest witnesses in- order to hold on
to -its conclsion.” [ts time  reconstruc-
tion really shows how improbable it is
that Oswald did it alf, all by himeelf,
Aad the Commission is left with atl

sorts of discrepancics: the absence of

Owald's fingerprints on the gun sur-
face and the bullets; the. absence of
ritle  ammunition; the unaccountable

behavior of Oswald if he had done i,

cte. .
The criticisms of Cook, Epsicin, Sa-
fandria, and Weisberg “ leave the Com-
mision  with the problem of defend-
ing just the bare possibility that their

theory could hold up. The answery 1o .

Fpsein that have appeared are simiply
concerned to show that the one-bullet
hypothesis is  possible (it never was
probable), and so far they haven't done
a good job of it If Kemnedy was shot
in the hack, and some replics to Fp-
stetn tend to concede this “point. then
it scems unlikely that anything can re-
deem a one-assassin theory. In this cone
ncction, one point must be made clear:
The Commission’s Report made no at-
tempt o resolve the contradiction be-
tween the Far reports .and the autopsy.
The question whether the Fet reports
were accurate can only be answered it
the photographs of the autopsy and the
NX-rayvs are made available for cxami-
nation by responsible and  independent
obcervers, if not by the public at large.
Siace the Commission’s theory of a
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single assassin depends heavily on this
point, the photos and X-rays should be
made availuble immediately.

From the beginning a two-assassin
theory was a more probable explana-

tion for all of the strange cvents of . .

that day. The evidence collccted, how<
ever, left few traces of a sccond assas-
sin, but many problems in proving that
Oswald was onc of the kKillers or the
only one. As 1 have argucd, the prob-
lem can be overcome by admitting a
conspiracy theory suggested by the “evie
dence” of the brown paper. bag and
bullet No. 399. But 10 estiblish the exact
nature of a’conspiracy would obviously
fequire a ot more data than are avail
able in thy twenty-six volumes, since the
Commission didn't look into this pos-
sibility, What 1 have outlined is a tentae
tive version that seems to fit the data
available ut preseat. Further investigas
tion may produce different explanations
of some of the incidents I have men-
tioned. Other and better hypotheses can
probably be sct forth if more informa-
tion becomes available,

The political or economic nature of
the conspiracy must be purcly specula-
tive at this stage. We know too much
about Oswald (but still not cuough to
ascertain what he was reafly up ), and
nothing about the others, Perhaps, as
someone hus supgested to me, Oswahl
was a minor figure in the venture, and
his proclivitics in no way represent those
of the group. Maybe Oswald met some
far-right cxtremists when he went to
hear General Walker on October 23,

.

Maybe some right-wing Cubans invaolved
him in a plot when he was in New
Orlcans. or maybe he got involved with
some leftit plotters in New  Orleans,
Menico City, or Dallas

Wlu TEVER INFORMATION might energe
from a renewed investigation. read-
ing ~° the twenty-six volumes forces
one to the conclusion that the Commis-
sion did a poor job: it served the
American and the world public bad-
tv. But Weisberg's constant charge that
the Comfgi‘»iun was malevolent is, I be-
lieve, ‘yuite unfounded: Until Epatein
came along, one scarchad for some
possible explanation for the deficien-
cies of the Dallus police, the Far, and

the: Commission. Epstein has at least

explained the failings of the last group.
They Jid a rush job, a slapdash one,
defending a politically acceptable ex-
planation,

The Amcrican Press. a5 well as oth.
ers in positions of responsibility, would
not, and could not, dream of a con-
spiratorial explanation. In a world in

_which conspiracies are going on all of

the time—in busincss (the anti-trust
cases), in crime (the Mafia), in forcign
affairs (the c1a)—it somchow was stll
not imaginable that two ar meore per
sons could decide to assassinate the
President of the United States. The
activitiecs of Weissmana  (the far-right-
winger wito put the ad in the paper)
show that a conspiracy to defame the
President was  going on  in Dallas
among a handful of rightists, Why was
: n
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thiv possible, but not a conspiracy by
others to shoot him? The printer, Sur-
rey, refused to reveal who was conspiring
to pass out leaflets denouncing the Presi-
dent. The information gathered about
this clearly indicated that some group
was involved, probably another - far-
right one.

If the answer is So what? there
are lots of conspiracies going on, but
not " in this particular case, then [
would argue that a two-assassin theory
makes the most (and maybe the only)
scnse. And so, in this case, if we are
ever to understand what happencd, we
have to consider seriously all of the in-
dications that there was a conspiracy
in which second Oswald played a part.

The assassination of Kennedy was a
momcntous event in our history, We
cannot hide from it by clinging to a
hope that one lonely, alienated nut did
it all by himself, and that nobody clse
was involved. And we cannot hide from
the fuct that some of our most serious
and well-meaning citizens have catered
to our childish needs for security, and
have given us an inadequate and per-
haps grossly misleading explanation of
the event, Many of us in this couatry
are afraid 10 face reality, and part of e
our reality is living with our history.
Can we continue to live a lie about
what happened in Dallas on November
22, 1963, oc has the time come to face
what it means and what it involves for
all of us? The public must cry out for
a rcal cxamination and understanding of
the cvents of that day. a






