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Yia: The Chief of lzval Research

Subj:  Olghting of Unidentified Object--Renort of

= e . N =

Ensl: (A) statezent of C.B. Moore, General kMills
Aeronasutical Research, hinneapnlia

1. Encl (&) 48 a stztewent aubmitted to this activity by
¥p, C. 3. loore (Ceneral rllls Aeronautical Hesearch) wno
sighted and trzcked an unidentified objlect on 24 amril 149
while enzrped on 8-eclal Devieces Center roject P=ll-Jj=-1 in
Tha vicinlity of Whifte Sands Proving Ground.

2. Ep, liocore's statezent is forwarded as significant because -
¢f the detelled theosdolite tracking datz 1t contains 2nd bec.u:t
- the abjcct's variztion of gziauth and elevstion ailght indic..t
gdae cegree of controlled rlight.

3. 202 observer 1s Xnovn to the Bpecizl Devices Center oo =
yrecunts sechanlezal enrinper*with an Alr ¥orce deserva cmﬂtulncr
in meteorolory. &r. Loor e, pricr to hies emvloyment "by General

- I'1lls, nerded “he new'rnrk'vnlverfitx constaoat level Lilloon
recexzrch Trogr=u for the Alr Force, end can be consider:d to te

-a caanetent, uaoture, and highly experienced observer.
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OBJECT REPORT

On 24 Aprll 1949 at 3 miles north of Arrey, New Mexlco, (107°

192'W 32° 52:21K) 4 Navy enlisted men from White Sands Pravlng Ground
{Chiet.&?erp Davidson, Fitzsizmons and Moorman) and I saw a rapldly
moving nbject vhile mahing a2 pibal wind run., We hrd released a 350 gram
ballann at about 1020 ST and were following it with a standard ML-47
(David hite) Theodolite. After the 1030 reading, Davidson took over
the theodolite, and Axers and'I looked up to find the balloon with

naked eye. Wwe thuught weé had the balloon when we saw ‘a whitish spherical
object right along the direction the theodolite (45~ elevation and 210°

‘azinuth) was pointing. The object was drifting east rapldly (5°%/sec,

afn estizated by stopwatch and 1ddth e¢f fingers) but we had thought to
encounter similar winds on the balloon. When the difference in angle
between the tkeodolite and supnosed balloon became avparent, I took _
over the thecdolite and found the true balloon still therec, whersupon

I abandoned 1t and picked up the abject after 1t came out of the sun.
(The computed bearing of sun was 127° s2imuth and elevation 60°) The
oblect wae maving too fast to c¢rani the theodolite around, thErBfan one
of the men nolnted the theodolite end I looked.

The objsct was an ellipsoid about 2% : I slenderness ratio, lentth

. about-.02°% gubtended angle, and vhite in color, éxcept for-a light

yellow of one eide as thnugh 1t were in shrdow. I could not g2t & hard

focus on tie ¢cbject due to the speed at which the angles nhanged Theref:
I saw no go:d detall at all.

The Azizuth angle continued to decrease as %he nbjgnt cnnfinued on
a north hesding, growing szaller in size. At around 20° - 28° Aziauth,
the Azlmuth Zeld constant anﬁ the elevatlion angle began increasing from

the 25~ minizuz to about 25°, 07he object then apparently dls-ppeared
due qo dlatance after a tﬂu&l tize of observation of about &0 sagonﬁs.
' /

The obJject was not a dballoon and was some distance avay. Assumning
escape veloclty, & irack was flgured vhich put the elevation about the
gtation of abnut 300,000 feet over the observed period. If tnis 1is
true, the rlight vo ld have probably gone over the lihite Sands Prnviug
Grnund Holliczan Alnforce Base and Los Alamos. i
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We made pnother pikal wind run 15-minutea later. Thia balloon- ‘burs’
after an 88 minute rliaht of 85,000 feet only 13 mlles due soulh oi'.us.
Therefore %thls object could not -have been & rree bzlloon muvinv at ruun
angulnr speed below €0,000 feet, . _ ¥ ~\ 5
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Information is desired i1f thls vas uama new or erperimenﬁul aircrar

~or for any e*“lnnatiun vhatsoever. _ v

*

/e/ C.B., Moore 3
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